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Mar. 28 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 2000

Middle East Peace Process
Q. President Clinton, how much faith do you

have in peace being concluded before you leave
your tenure here?

President Clinton. Well, I think we are mak-
ing and will continue to see good progress be-
tween the Israelis and Palestinians. I went to
Switzerland to meet President Asad, to clarify
to him what I thought the options were and
to hear from him what his needs are. I asked
him to come back to me with what he thought
ought to be done. So the ball is in his court
now, and I’m going to look forward to hearing
from him. And we’re going to talk about what
else I can do, what else we can do together.
President Mubarak has been at this longer than
I have, and we’re going to keep working.

Q. President Clinton, your term ends in a
few months now. Do you think the Israelis are
ready to go along and finalize the peace process
during that period? And what do you think the
steps that they are going to take? For President
Mubarak, do you foresee a solution in the near
future?

President Clinton. Well, I think they are mak-
ing very serious efforts. And I think Prime Min-

ister Barak would like to do this as quickly as
he can. And I can tell you they have made
very, very serious efforts on all tracks, and I
think you will continue to see progress at least
on the Palestinian track. And of course, I hope
we’ll have some progress on the Syrian one,
as well—as well as in Lebanon.

President Mubarak. This information con-
cerning the Middle East problem cannot stay
as it is now. Tremendous efforts are being done
by the United States with the cooperation with
us. And I hope that we could reach a solution
between the two sides, and especially I may
meet with Mr. Barak soon after I return back
to Cairo, to see what could be done.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:41 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to President Hafiz al-Asad of Syria
and Prime Minister Ehud Barak of Israel. A re-
porter referred to Minister of Energy and Mines
Ali Rodriguez-Araque of Venezuela, head of the
Venezuelan delegation to OPEC, the Organiza-
tion of Petroleum Exporting Countries. A tape was
not available for verification of the content of
these remarks.

Statement on the Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries
Production Decision and the Legislative Agenda for Energy Security
March 28, 2000

Today’s announcement that OPEC members
will increase production is a positive develop-
ment. These increases will help sustain world-
wide economic growth and provide greater bal-
ance between oil supply and demand. While
oil prices are projected to fall this year, we
will continue to closely monitor developments
in world oil markets in the coming months.

Congress should waste no more time in get-
ting to work on the critical measures to improve

America’s energy security that I have proposed.
Congress has failed to act on energy security
measures, including new tax incentives to sup-
port domestic oil producers, tax incentives and
investments to promote the use of alternative
and more efficient energy technologies, the es-
tablishment of a regional home heating oil re-
serve, and reauthorization of the Strategic Petro-
leum Reserve. These measures should be passed
into law without delay.

Radio Remarks on Sightseeing Flights Over the Grand Canyon
March 28, 2000

There may be no place on Earth more stun-
ning than the Grand Canyon. It’s important to

preserve and protect it, so that the millions who
visit each year can enjoy the Canyon in all its
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